168    CABLE TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL

October 31, 1931

SARDAR VALLABHBHAI
BARDOLI (INDIA)

BENGAL       REPRESSION1       OTHER      THINGS          DISTURB       ME.

REALIZE HELPLESSNESS HERE. NEVERTHELESS REGARD
PRESENCE HERE NECESSARY AND THEREAFTER TRAVEL-
LING CONTINENT. THIS MAY MEAN INABILITY REACH
HOME BEFORE MIDDLE JANUARY. SEND CONSIDERED

OPINION 2

BAPU
From a photostat: SN   18211

1 The icpression (vide the preceding item) had been launched under the
Bengal Criminal Law Ordinance  No   9,   1931, as amended  to give greater
power to the Bengal Government

2 Referring to this Vallabhbhai Patel later cabled   "Working Committee
considered   your   cable     On facts available here feel that your further conti-
nuing Conference  unnecessary and liable be misunderstood but in view your
definite opinion that presence necessary apparently based on facts circumstances
better known to you Committee leaves final decision to you    Situation here
growing more critical. Government attitude generally much worse   Conditions
Bengal worsening. Frontier Province repression increasing All activities in some
places there being stopped^.   United Provinces early non-payment campaign
seems inevitable.    Withdrawal from Bardoh inquiry may soon become neces-
sary owing most unsatisfactory procedure and other reasons  Early return desir-
able.   Long Continental tour would have prejudicial effect "
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